Developing Newsletters For Women’s Ministry
Julia Bettencourt

Newsletters can be a great addition to your Women's Ministry. They can be a big
help in keeping in contact with your ladies. They are especially helpful if you
don't have regular monthly meetings and want to keep in touch with your ladies
on a regular basis. Newsletters can be a source for keeping information before
the ladies, but also they can be a great source for encouragement as well.

I'm not going to engage in the specifics of the English related tips for design and
layout for a newsletter, but here | will be dwelling on the basics mostly and on
what to include in your Women's Ministry newsletter.

Consider It Part of Ministry.

Pray over your newsletter just like you would over any other part of your
Women’s Ministry. Don’t look at it as just “words” but as “words” that will inspire
and uplift the ladies you are working with. Pray it will be a real source of
encouragement and help.

Gear It For Your Women’s Group.

Look at the interests of the women in your church and what type of things they
would want to read and hear about. Are they mostly moms? grandmas? stay at
home moms? Working women? Do they have hobbies or sports that they
enjoy? Young in the Lord? Spiritually mature? Look across the board and try to
focus on your group and their needs and interests.

Make It Professional.

Use correct English, good spelling, grammar, and good layout and design. Make
sure you use clear and readable text and good spacing between articles. Avoid
fancy fonts. They have their place usually only on wedding invitations. There
are some practical things online that you may want to read up on for good layout
and design.

Search “newsletter layout design” in your favorite search engine and you’ll be
able to find lots of help in this area.

Have Good Content.

There's no point in producing a newsletter if there's nothing of interest in it to
read. Find useful content. People can read all the "fluff" and poems and stories
that they want on the Internet. Find and write some really great articles and
stories for your newsletter. You may have to dig for them and search them out,
write them yourself, or rely on someone else to write them.



Although the Internet is a good source for content, don't just copy every story and

article

you see. There’s a plethora of them out there. Pick only meaningful

things that you think will be of interest and a blessing to your group of ladies.

Get your ladies to contribute as much as they can to the newsletter. Let it be
their newsletter and they will be willing to share. Some things that the ladies
themselves can contribute are articles on topics they are familiar with,
testimonies, hobbies, recipes, poetry or creative writing.

Here is a list of suggestions for you to start gathering things for your newsletter.
You may be surprised at the places you'll find a good tidbit for your newsletter.

1.

2.

3.

10.

11.

12.

Prayer Requests.

Birthdays.

Anniversaries.

Recipes.

Poems. See if you have talented women within your church that write.
Articles. Make them things of interest to your women. Get permission to
use the article from the author prior to using and make a copyright
statement for them at the bottom of the article.

Stories.

Profile of Christian Women. They can be women from within your church,
a missionary, a pastor’'s wife or speaker. They don’t have to be famous
people but you could share Christian women who made a difference such
as Fannie Crosby or Elizabeth Elliot. You could also profile women of the
bible. There’s so much we can learn from these women.

A Hymn or Song History.

Sayings. My favorite source for sayings is from The Blomberg Family's
collected resource of Church Signs and Sayings. When you go through
these just be aware that some of them are worded for use on outside
Church Signs. It is the best resource I've found.
http://sblom.com/cbs/PAGE1.HTM

Special Bible Verses.

Tips of Interest To Women. They can be on things such as cleaning,

parenting, women's health, gardening, sewing, canning, seasonal (such as
sun skin care for summer, decorating for Christmas, etc.).



13. Fun or Serious Statistics.
14. Joke or a "funny".

15.Church Announcements. Only put special announcements from your
church in your Women’s Newsletter preferably the ones that relate to
women. Don’t make your newsletter just an advertisement for your church
functions. You probably already have a bulletin for that. Make your
newsletter something special for the ladies in your group. They don’t want
to reread the church bulletin when they pick up the newsletter.

16. Recipes. Those from your own ladies or from families within your church
are the best kind.

17.List Leaders and Committee Members. You may not have room in each
issue but from time to time list your Women’s Ministry leaders and their
positions.

Use Limited Graphics or Clip Art.

Just a few strategically placed clip arts will be sufficient. Don't overdo with clip art
and graphics. Make your content the main feature. Use clip art just to highlight
as an accessory.

One great source for well-done clip art is Communication Resources. They have
wonderful clip art for ministry related projects. It's what I've used in the past.
They sell their clip art to churches in monthly subscriptions but they also have
CD's available for purchase. You can usually get their Scripture clip art in NIV or
KJV, just look at the details for each item if that is a concern to you. Make sure
you check out their Overstocks.

http://www.comresources.com/Store/CategoryPage.asp?catalog_category_id=1

Be Accurate.
Use correct dates and times, names, etc.

Proofread and Re-proofread.
Then proofread again. Have your newsletter read by 2 or 3 other individuals
besides yourself before printing.

Make your Newsletter Positive.

Don’t use this as a venting place or “correction” place for problems within your
Women’s Ministry or church. Keep your newsletter as an uplifting source for your
ladies.
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