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A special holiday memory for me
would be the baking. My mom would
start baking all kinds of goodies
around the beginning of December.
We were allowed to sample the bak-
ing of the night, but then the rest
would go in the freezer. Then maybe
around the 23rd or 24th, my mom

would start taking out some of each
of the baked goods and we would
have a table set to the side filled
with all kinds of treats. However, we
were not the only recipients of the
baked goods, my mom would make
plates with all kinds of samples and
give them out to neighbors or maybe
other people that my mom wanted to
give a special plate to.

| thank the Lord for saving me and al-
lowing me to share my testimony. My
salvation is so miraculous to me be-
cause my life was so far removed from
God, religion, and salvation. The Lord
sought me, because | was in no way
looking for Him. | grew up in a Navy
pilot's home, and my early life was dic-
tated by the Navy—my dad was de-
ployed many months of the year, and
every year we moved to a new duty
station. My brothers and sisters and |
went to a different school for every
grade; and therefore, we had few civil-
ian friends. Although we saw much of

this magnificent country, we had little
contact with those outside our military
culture. When we went to church, we
went to the Episcopal Church. There |
learned Bible stories, but | was never
confronted about the condition of my
soul. My parents entertained fre-
qguently, and | thought that all adults
drank and smoked. When people be-
come adults they drink and smoke.
The Bible was ridiculed, if it was spo-
ken of at all, as a crutch needed by un-
educated people. Evolution was a fact,
and man is in control of his own des-
tiny.

At fourteen years old, my dad got or-
ders from Sanford, FL to San Diego,
CA. | was already a rebellious teen-
ager, and it was the dawn of the rebel-
lion of the 60’s. | was enamored with
the “tune in, turn on, and drop out”
mantra, and determined in my heart
before we left Sanford that this was the
lifestyle that | would seek out. Within
two months | had found the kind of
“friends” that | was looking for—
beginning a decade of living for the
devil under his control. | will leave the
details to your imagination, but | will
(Continued on page 2)



say that | embraced the hippie lifestyle. |
worked hard to keep my two lives sepa-
rate—the expectations of my father, now
a Navy captain; and the persuasions of
my “friends”. It's hard to live a deceitful
life! It's hard to hurt the people that you
love!

The summer after high school graduation
I met a rock ‘n roll guitar player—Joe
Mancuso—who would have a profound
impact on my life. | thought he was
really cool, but he too had been deceived
by the devil. | wish | could say that our
relationship strengthened each of us, but
the opposite is true. We became in-
creasingly bound by sin. | was in college
during the day and hanging with the
band at night. Joe lived in a commune
with the band members and played clubs
at night. Joe was raised a Catholic, and
from time to time would struggle with his
lifestyle. Several times we partied all
night and showed up for early mass in an
attempt to ease his conscience.

This was the condition in which the Lord
found us when He left Heaven’s portals
to seek us. The Lord used Joe’s brother
Jim and a friend of his to change our
lives. Jim met a girl who was a Christian,
and she led him to the Lord. Jim and
Becky began witnessing to Joe. One
night Joe bowed before God and asked
Him to save him. Joe also prayed for

Piggy Pudding
This would make a good breakfast or brunch
dish for Thanksgiving or Christmas morning.

16 link pork sausages

4 to 5 tart apples, peeled, cored & sliced
1 (7 1/2-ounce) package yellow corn-
bread mix, batter prepared according to
directions

1 cup maple syrup, for serving

Fresh sage, for garnish (optional)

Preheat oven to 450 degrees F.

Cook sausages in skillet until done,
piercing with a fork to let out fat Drain
and then arrange in a 9-inch square bak-
ing dish. Layer sliced apples on top.

me—that the Lord would show me what
He had shown him. As God worked in
Joe’s life, he began “fasting” from some of
our habits, and | became worried that he
was changing on me. Joe began reading
his Bible, so | too began reading. My mo-
tive was to disprove its relevance to our
lives and expose its inconsistencies. As |
read the book of John, the Lord began
dealing with me. | kept arguing with Joe
and Jim—keeping up an intellectual fight
while the Lord continued working on my
heart. | gave up one afternoon sitting in a
car outside Joe’s parent’s house. | real-
ized that | was fighting against the one
who loved me. As | asked Him to come
into my life, peace flooded my soul. This
is what my soul had been seeking when |
involved myself in the devil's counterfeits.

The Lord continued His work in our lives
as we sought His will. Because Joe was
still playing music, we didn’t go to church;
however we read His word and prayed for
His direction. He revealed to us through
two separate sources that we needed to
get married. A friend of Joe’s family, who
was a retired Catholic priest, spoke to me
about the need to get married; and the
wife of the band leader, who was a Chris-
tian, spoke to Joe on the same night tell-
ing him that the Lord had impressed her
to tell us we needed to get married. We
got married two weeks later. Later that
year the band broke up, and we moved to

Pour corn bread batter over all and bake
for approximately 30 minutes or until corn
bread is done. Serve with warm maple
syrup and garnish with sage.

Baked Apples
These can be served along with ham or turkey as
part of the meal. They may also be served as a des-
sert with caramel sauce.

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg

1/2 cup sugar

6 same-size Granny Smith apples

2 tablespoons butter, cut into 6 teaspoon-
size pieces

1 cup apple juice

6 sprigs fresh mint (optional)

Florida—where we became en-
tangled with some Jehovah's Wit-
nesses. The Lord protected us
from them and used the incident
to show us our need of a good
church. We began looking for a
church and the Lord led us to
Countryside Baptist Church.
Once we were under the preach-
ing of the Word of God, the Lord
quickly removed our habits from
us and cleaned up our life. Every
time we would “slip” He would
confront us using one of our pre-
cious new brothers and sisters in
Christ. He brought us to our
knees over our habits using His
love and mercy. From that day
forward He has given us a sound
mind and a solid foundation. He
has blessed us with five wonderful
children and a church family that
loves us and ministers to us in a
way that our unsaved relatives
never could. As Charles Wesley
so aptly said, "My chains fell off,
my heart was free. | rose, went
forth, and followed Thee.” Praise
His namel!

Yummier Hot Cocoa - Serve
candy canes with hot

chocolate -- they add a
minty flavor, plus there are
no spoons to wash.

Preheat oven to 325 degrees F.
Combine cinnamon, nutmeg, and
sugar in a small bowl. Set aside.

Core apples, making sure not to
puncture the bottom of the apples
so that the juices will remain. Re-
move skin from 1/2-inch around
top of apples at the opening. Fill
each cavity with the cinnamon-
sugar mixture. Top each apple
with a teaspoon of butter. Place
apples in casserole dish and pour
apple juice around them. Cover
pan with aluminum foil and bake
for approximately 45 minutes to 1
hour. Remove from heat, garnish
with fresh mint and serve.
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Ring Around - Make festive
napkin rings from vines
curled into a three-inch
diameter ring; add a sprig of
holiday greenery and secure
with floral wire.
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Cranberry Candles - Place a
single layer of cranberries
into a 9-ounce round glass

votive. Insert a votive candle,

then add more cranberries.

Add water up to candle.
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